WHY WE GIVE

GARY EDLEN & PHYLLIS MANDLER

Chicago-based donors Gary Elden and Phyllis Mandler have
been major supporters of Point since 2004. Recently Ms.
Mandler, a licensed Clinical Social Worker, and Mr. Elden, a
Principal with Grippo & Elden LLC, announced a $200,000
commitment to Point Foundation to support two named
scholarships. We asked Ms. Mandler and Mr. Elden various
questions about their commitment to Point and to higher
education and are delighted to share their responses with you.

What are your views on higher education?

We strongly believe that higher education in this country
promotes equality for individuals and families, contributes to
our collective knowledge, leads to invention and development,

and improves the quality of life for all.

Young people are naturally dependent on older people to give
them the education without which life in the modern world
is difficult and far less pleasant. Especially for bright and
motivated younger people, education can be the difference
between a happy successful life and an empty frustrated one.
In addition, some of the young people today will be leading
the country tomorrow, not just politically but intellectually,
scientifically, artistically, and in many other ways. Our current
President dramatically shows how an able person from outside
the majority, can with education, develop the abilities to lead
the entire nation. We hope to see LGBT equivalents taking
leadership roles in the not too distant future. They will not
only add to the nation’s richness but break down stereotyped
thinking and act as role models.

What motivated you to get involved with Point?
We were inspired by the young people we met and the moving
stories we heard at Point events. Point Scholars come from

families and communities which do not accept their sexual
orientation. In choosing to face the world honestly they are
confronted with estrangement from family members, religious
advisers, and peers—exactly those to whom a young person
would normally turn for support when making life decisions.

What message would you give potential Point
supporters?

Giving to charity is not easy. There are many stories of poorly
run, wasteful charities and about people who run charities
diverting funds into higher salaries and benefits for themselves,
or worse. We know some of those who are actively involved in
the oversight of the Point Foundation. We trust them and we
know the extensive effort and serious consideration they put
into selection of Scholars, into mentoring and addressing the
educational needs of the chosen individuals. We are not in a
position to devote that time and effort. But we are happy we
can contribute financially.

Giving to Point Foundation will make a difference to specific
people who otherwise might have fallen through the cracks and
who cannot wait years for society, or their families, to become
more enlightened. We know the people who work for Point
Foundation. They give their own time freely and generously
because they care about its mission. They contribute rather
than take out money. Since all the dollars go to mission, we
know that by contributing a certain amount, we can give one
person an opportunity to get an education that—it is not too
much to say—can make the difference between happiness and
fulfillment or a life of frustrated potential.

Finally, Point Foundation makes it possible to make a statement
that we are all in this together—life, America, humanity. We
ask soldiers to die for their fellow citizens and we are constantly
saying we care about the uninsured, unemployed, homeless,
hungry, etc., but Point gives us a chance to do something that
shows we are not just talking. It gives us a chance to actually
help out someone who needs it.

NAMED SCHOLARSHIPS

Individuals who pledge a major annual gift for a minimum
of four years and $25,000 per year for a total of $100,000
will be honored with a scholarship in their name. Donors
may also choose to name a scholarship in honor of a
loved one. Point Foundation will work with you to craft a
Named Scholarship which can include the following:
designated college or university, specific field of study,
residential origin (e.g. a scholar either coming FROM or
going TO a specific city or state). Point encourages the
least amount of restrictions possible.

For more info, visit www.pointfoundation.org/donate



